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ISAD OF THE MUNICIPAL FONDS OF GAUTEGIZ ARTEAGA 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA U48041 

Title Municipal Archive of Gautegiz Arteaga 

Date(s) 1608 – 1940 

Level of description Fond 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 9,63 l/m 
− Boxes: 83 
− Loose books: 13 
− Folders: 1 
− Number of case files: 1.077 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Local Authority of Gautegiz Arteaga 
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Institutional history Gautegiz – Arteaga is located in the Biscay 
district of Busturialdea and belongs to the 
judicial district of Guernica - Lumo. 
The parish of Gautegiz – Arteaga belongs 
to the 'merindad' administrative district of 
Busturia and occupied fourteenth place in 
the Councils of the Feudal Domain of 
Biscay. 
As in the rest of the 'Tierra Llana' flatlands 
of Biscay, GAutegiz Arteaga became a 
parish during the process of mediaeval 
institutionalisation, with the parish church 
being dedicated to Santa María.  
The parish church of Santa María, which 
presided over the churches of Kanala and 
Gabika, was built in the 12th Century, and 
rebuilt and extended in 1620 in the 
foothills of Mount Ereñozar. 
It experienced the factional conflict which 
took place during the early Middle Ages 
throughout the region of Biscay, as in the 
rest of the 'Tierra Llana' flat lands and the 
towns known as the 'Villas', as well as the 
subsequent armed conflict waged across 
the region over the centuries, in particular 
in the Carlist Wars of the 19th Century and 
the Civil War in the 20th. 
It has had an essentially rural economy, 
based on agriculture, livestock and forestry. 
There were foundries and mills. 

Institutional history On 17 July 1856, the General Councils of 
Guernica declared the Imperial Prince of 
France, son of Napoleon III and Eugenia de 
Montijo, to be of Biscay origin, since the 
latter was the descendant and lady of the 
houses of Arteaga and Moltalván. The 
Empress immediately commissioned the 
architect of the Imperial household, Mr. 
Couvrechef, to rebuild her forebears' family 
tower in full, from its foundations upwards. 
Only the walls and two of the circular 
towers were retained, with work on the 
current castle beginning in 1857, using 
different colours of marble quarried in 
Gautegiz and Ereño. It is now a grand 
hotel. 
The population remained constant over the 
years, and slightly increased between the 
mid-19th and mid-20th Centuries. From 
the second decade of the 20th Century 
onwards, however, a gradual population 
decline began because of the lack of 
industrialisation. 
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Archival history The documentation of the parish of 
Gautegiz-Arteaga was held in the municipal 
archive, until it was transferred to the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay in 
1993. The transfer mainly covered the 
historical documentation prior to 1940, 
with the remaining documents being kept 
at the municipal archive. In 2000, the 
historical documentation was again 
transferred. 
According to the report produced by the 
Historical Heritage Service of the Provincial 
Council of Biscay before the 
documentation was transferred, this is a 
moderate-sized archive, with no apparent 
gaps in the documentation.  
The archive was installed in a closed room 
on the upper floor of the Town Hall, well 
installed in boxes.  

Archival history Most of the fonds were recently ordered, 
although a small proportion had been left 
untouched. A section-based system had 
been followed to perform the work. The 
documentation was placed in folders, 
which in turn were kept in boxes ordered 
by documentation type, with labels on the 
outside indicating their contents. Despite 
the lack of an inventory, the 
documentation could easily be located. 
The documentation deposited at the AHFB 
includes various inventories of the 
documents held in the Gautegiz-Arteaga 
archive from the years 1799, 1858, 1868, 
1869 and 1876. 

Source of acquisition The documentation deposited at the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
(AHFB) was accrued on 3 November 1993 
in compliance with the partnership 
agreement signed between the Provincial 
Council of Biscay and the Local Authority 
of Gautegiz Arteaga on 18 June that year. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical documentation generated by the 
parish and Local Authority of Gautegiz 
Arteaga between 1608 and 1940. 
It also includes a box containing 6 
documents from the Municipal Court, 
dated between 1889 and 1939. 

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation.  



 

4 

Accruals New accruals may occur as a result of the 
signing of a further agreement. 

Organisation The documentation has been organised by 
means of the classification table of the 
Municipal Archivist Working Party, 
extended by a number of series.  
The table is used for all municipalities 
covered by the AHFB, and some of the 
series may therefore not be included 
among the documentation generated at 
this particular municipality. 
This covers the actions of Government, 
Secretariat and Municipal Administration 
and Public Finance, as follows: 
− Government: 104 documents between 

1604 and 1940. 
− Secretariat: 494 documents between 

1664 and 1940. 
− Public Finance: 470 documents 

between 1707 and 1940. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, 
see the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments All the documentation is catalogued and 
can be accessed by means of the 
description instruments used by the 
Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay: 
a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the administration 

of information about the archive, 
including numerous points of access 
and onomastic, toponymic and subject 
matter indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external 
consultation, with the same 
information and same access points as 
above.   

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
is digitising some of the documentation 
held, and making it available to Internet 
users. Access is also performed by means 
of the ARIT database. 
Digitisation has been performed for the 
books of minutes, documentation prior to 
1830, documentation prior to 1900, 
including plans and population registers 
prior to 1910. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation 
related to the Local Authority of Gautegiz 
Arteaga in the different sections of the 
AHFB, in particular the Administrative and 
Judicial sections. 
The documentation generated by the Local 
Authority from 1941 to the present day is 
held at the town hall. 

Publication note Prieto Ibarrondo, Javier N. (1997). Gautegiz 
Arteaga y Kortezubi: Estudios Histórico-
Artístico. Monografías de los Pueblos de 
Bizkaia. Diputación Foral de Bizkaia. Bilbao. 

Notes area 

Notes The Municipal Section of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay performs the 
functions of historical archive for those 
municipalities that have deposited their 
fonds. 

Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. 
for the Biscay Administration Section of 
the Biscay Historical Archive, under its 
technical instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 
19-22 September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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