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ISAD OF THE GROUPING OF HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL FONDS 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA DFB/BFA SAM 

Title Grouping of Culture and Education fonds of 
the Administration Section of Biscay 

Date(s) − Health: 1598 – 1977 
− Social Care: 1779 – 1981 
− Environment: 1759 – 1986 

Level of description Grouping of fonds 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 554 l/m 
− 330 BOOKS? 
− Number of case files catalogued:  

− Health: 69 
− Social Care: 3.193 
− Environment: 271 

A significant part of the documentation is still 
pending cataloguing, although the inventory 
has been computerised to make the 
documentation accessible and locatable. 
However, as the documents are not 
catalogued, no comprehensive distinction has 
been made within the aforementioned types 
of document, and we cannot therefore 
establish which of the economic sectors they 
belong to. 
The number of documents inventoried is: 
62.520. 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Provincial Council of Biscay 
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Institutional history This grouping of fonds refers to the 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council in the 
administration of health, social care and the 
environment.  
As may be seen in the type of documentation 
associated with the grouping of fonds, the 
Provincial Council of Biscay ['Bizkaia'] has, 
irrespective of the names given to the 
institution over the Centuries, enjoyed 
significant responsibilities, first as a result of 
the 'fueros', or power devolution agreements, 
and subsequently the 'concierto económico', or 
economic agreement. 
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Institutional history These major responsibilities, which were not 
assigned to provincial councils under the 
standard regime, gave it considerable power to 
administer and intervene in matters related to 
health and social care and the environment.  
With regard to Social Care, many of the 
activities performed by the Provincial Council 
are related to charity. It should be borne in 
mind that social care is a modern concept, 
associated with the concept of citizenship and 
the Welfare State. In other words, it is a right 
that has become subjective in guaranteeing 
the well-being of each individual citizen. 
However, throughout much of history, prior to 
the construction of the Welfare State over the 
course of the second half of the 20th Century, 
concern for the underprivileged was 
addressed from the perspective of charity, 
related firstly to religious associations, and 
subsequently civil associations. Within this 
context, the Provincial Council also helped 
alleviate the precarious situation faced by 
many individuals through economic aid both 
for private institutions and for the 
municipalities where the population in 
question lived. The beneficiaries of such 
initiatives were mainly children in a situation of 
vulnerability, and paupers, although some 
other groups were also assisted by the 
Provincial Council. 
As for Health, it should be borne in mind that, 
as with Social Care, this did not become a 
fundamental right of citizens until late in the 
20th Century. This does not mean that there 
were no important initiatives to guarantee 
public health, in particular during periods of 
major epidemics, such as plague, cholera, 
typhus and syphilis. As with charitable 
institutions then, hospitals were initially 
launched and administered by religious 
institutions and orders, and received economic 
support from the Provincial Council. From the 
late 19th Century onwards, when the first 
hospitals founded by public institutions began 
to appear, the Provincial Council was involved 
with them through economic contributions in 
some cases, while also establishing its own 
hospitals, such as the Zaldibar Asylum, to 
house people with mental problems. 
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Institutional history In other words, health was always a priority of 
the Provincial Council, inevitably addressing 
the important need to maintain a healthy 
society through provision for public 
healthcare. In the late 19th Century, for 
example, with the spread of the cholera 
epidemic, and later tuberculosis, the 
construction and installation of specific 
hospitals to deal with such cases was essential 
in controlling the epidemic. Following the 
restoration of the Regional Government of the 
Basque Country after the end of the Franco 
regime, the institution then became 
responsible for healthcare matters.  
As for the environment, concerns with 
environmental issues are clearly a 
contemporary and current aspect, bearing in 
mind at all times that the concept itself has 
been built up over recent years. Nonetheless, 
there are records that in the early 20th 
Century, the Provincial Council gave economic 
support to associations such as the Animal 
Protection Society, along with the 
development of a Provincial Board of Trustees 
of Biscay for the Protection of Animals and 
Plants. Concern for the environment was 
essentially expressed over the course of much 
of the 20th Century through the control of 
activities designated as noisome, unhealthy, 
noxious and hazardous in the various 
municipalities of Biscay. 

Archival history The history of this grouping of archival fonds 
arose above all as a result of the exclusive 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council of 
Biscay over the course of its own history. 
The documentation included under Social 
Care, Health and Environment covers matters 
related to these three essentially social 
aspects. 
The part of the documentation corresponding 
to Social Care mainly covers the 19th and 
20th Centuries, with certain documents from 
earlier centuries listing beggars, children and 
their upbringing, provisions for charitable 
establishments, as well as cemeteries. 
The part of the documentation corresponding 
to Health mainly covers the 19th and 20th 
Centuries, although there are some earlier 
documents. 
The part of the documentation corresponding 
to the Environment mainly covers the course 
of the 20th Century. 
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Archival history Before arriving at the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay, this documentation was 
held at the Guernica Council House Archive, 
the historical part prior to 1878 at the 
Provincial Library, and the different offices 
occupied by the departments of the Provincial 
Council of Biscay where the documents were 
generated.  
It should not be forgotten that the Provincial 
Council of Biscay, as with all other public 
institutions of any kind, embarked on a 
process of administrative complexity from the 
mid-19th Century onwards, tied to the 
increase in administrative bureaucracy which 
gradually came in with the construction of a 
liberal, centralist state. 
The organisations and/or departments issuing 
the documentation included within this 
grouping of Health, Social Care and the 
Environment and generating the bulk of the 
documentation during the period covered by 
the devolution agreement and the Bourbon 
Restoration period would be the central 
government bodies in the territory, with a 
series of different provincial authorities over 
the years. From the Second Republic onwards, 
the Governance Section of the Provincial 
Council took over responsibilities, which were 
subsequently assigned to different 
commissions and sections given the task of 
administering charity and social projects, up to 
the creation of the Department of Social 
Welfare in the 1980s. 

Source of acquisition By transfer from 1987 onwards of the 
documentation generated up until 1878 by 
the Feudal Domain ['Señorío'] of Biscay 
previously held at the Guernica Council House 
Archive, and documentation generated 
subsequently by the Provincial Council of 
Biscay held at the Provincial Library based in 
Bilbao. In addition to documentation received 
through the transfer of responsibilities from 
other organisations: Spanish State and 
Autonomous Government of the Basque 
Country. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical archive documentation generated 
by the institutions of the Feudal Domain of 
Biscay and Provincial Council, and 
documentation received.  

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation.  
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Accruals Accruals may occur because of transfers. 

Organisation The documentation was organised on the 
basis of the classification table of the 
Archivist Working Party of the provincial 
councils, with extensions and modifications 
of series as required because of the greater 
number of responsibilities held by the 
Provincial Council of Biscay, compared with 
those covered by the standard regime. 
The table series used in cataloguing the 
documentation in this grouping of fonds 
corresponds to Social Care, Health and 
Environment. 
The Social Care series cover the following 
actions:  
− Boards and Commissions: 24 documents 

between 1819 and 1981. 
− Paupers: 54 documents between 1801 

and 1972. 
− Children: 169 documents between 1787 

and 1954. 
− Other groups: 2,946 documents 

between 1779 and 1980. 
The Health series cover the following 
actions:  
− Boards and Commissions: 20 documents 

between 1819 and 1977. 
− Epidemics: 18 documents between 1598 

and 1887. 
− Hospitals and Other Healthcare 

Institutions: 17 documents between 
1726 and 1872. 

− Cemeteries: 11 documents between 
1787 and 1878. 

− Mental Patients: 2 documents between 
1824 and 1884. 

− Healthcare Personnel: 1 document from 
1854. 

The Environment series cover the following 
actions: 
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Organisation − Nature protection case files: 13 
documents between 1759 and 1980. 

− Correspondence: 12 documents 
between 1972 and 1979. 

− Studies: 7 documents between 1970 
and 1985. 

− Pollution case files: 26 documents 
between 1971 and 1982. 

− Subsidies case files: 1 document from 
1977. 

− Reports: 149 documents between 1936 
and 1980. 

− Inventories: 1 document from 1986. 
− Record Books: 56 documents between 

1961 and 1967. 
− Grievances: 1 document from 1969. 
− Authorisations case files: 3 documents 

between 1972 and 1975. 
− Noisome Activities case files: 1 

document from 1979. 
− Claims and Appeals: 1 document from 

1978/1979. 
All the documentation is ordered in boxes 
held at the building which houses the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay. 
The part of the documentation that has only 
been inventoried comprises a minimum of 
41,449 documents, from 1742 to 1995. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see the 
ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, 
see the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

The state of upkeep is good in general The Administration Fonds of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay use:  
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Description instruments a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the administration 

of information about the archive, 
including numerous points of access and 
onomastic, toponymic and subject 
matter indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external consultation, 
with the same information and same 
access points as above.  

Both the part of the documentation that is 
catalogued and the part that is inventoried 
are publicly accessible, except for the legally 
established exceptions. 

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay is 
itself conducting digitisation of part of the 
documentation, which is accessible online via 
the ARIT database.  
There are digitised copies of part of the 
documentation, although the digitisation 
process is ongoing, and the details we 
provide here will therefore be added to. 
A total of 254 documents have been 
digitised within the Social Care 
documentation, between 1779 and 1906. 
The distribution of digitised documentation 
by document type is as follows: 
− Boards and Commissions: 6 documents  
− Paupers: 29 documents  
− Children: 48 documents  
− Other groups: 171 documents  
A total of 45 documents have been digitised 
within the Health documentation, between 
1726 and 1884. The distribution of digitised 
documentation by document type is as 
follows: 
− Boards and Commissions: 8 documents  
− Epidemics: 9 documents  
− Hospitals and Other Healthcare 

Institutions: 17 documents  
− Cemeteries: 8 documents  
− Mental Patients: 2 documents  
− Healthcare Personnel: 1 document  
A total of 3 documents have been digitised 
within the Environment documentation, 
between 1759 and 1775, within the 
category of nature protection case files. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Related units of description There are sources of documentation related 
to Health, Social Care and Environment in 
the different sections of the Provincial 
Archive, in particular the Municipal and 
Judicial sections. 

Publication note − Provincial Council of Biscay (1997). Ten 
years managing the historical heritage of 
Biscay. Department of Culture. Historical 
Heritage Service.  

− Cifuentes Pazos, José Manuel (2002). “El 
Archivo Histórico Administrativo de la 
Diputación Foral de Bizkaia”. In 
Proceedings of the 3rd Document 
Heritage Management Conference. 
Provincial Administration Archives: 
Provincial Councils, Civil Government 
Offices, Delegations, Courts and 
Historical Bodies. Cordoba, 28 to 30 
October 2002. (pp. 329 – 338) 

Notes area 

Notes  

Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. 
for the Biscay Administration Section of the 
Biscay Historical Archive, under its technical 
instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 19-
22 September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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