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ISAD OF THE GROUPING OF PUBLIC SECURITY, WAR AND 

MILITARY SERVICE FONDS 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA DFB/BFA SPG 

Title Grouping of Public Security, War and 
Military Service fonds of the 
Administration Section of Biscay 

Date(s) − Public Security: 1619 – 1979  
− Wars: 1600 – 1970 
− Military Service: 1638 – 1972 

Level of description Grouping of fonds 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 586 l/m 
− Number of case files catalogued:  

− Public Security: 64.700 
− Wars: 77.246 
− Military Service: 33.206 

A little part of the documentation is still 
pending cataloguing, although the 
inventory has been computerised to 
make the documentation accessible and 
locatable. However, as the documents are 
not catalogued, no comprehensive 
distinction has been made within the 
aforementioned types of document, and 
we cannot therefore establish which of 
the economic sectors they belong to. 
The number of documents inventoried is: 
2818. 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Provincial Council of Biscay 

Institutional history This grouping of fonds refers to the 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council 
['Diputación'] in administration of the 
productive sectors of the economy of 
Biscay, both in the primary and in the 
secondary and tertiary sectors.  
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Institutional history As may be seen in the type of 
documentation associated with the 
grouping of fonds, the Provincial Council 
of Biscay ['Bizkaia'] has, irrespective of 
the names given to the institution over 
the Centuries, enjoyed significant 
responsibilities, first as a result of the 
'fueros', or power devolution agreements, 
and subsequently the 'concierto 
económico', or economic agreement.  
These major responsibilities, which were 
not assigned to provincial councils under 
the standard regime, gave it considerable 
powers to manage and intervene in public 
security within the territory, as well as the 
oversight and organisation of soldiers, 
through conscription processes during 
periods of armed conflict. 
In the case of public security, the 
responsibilities of this institution are 
recorded in the late 18th Century, with 
the creation in 1784 of the 'Partida 
Volante' law enforcement body, 
subsequently renamed the 'Cuerpo de 
Miñones'. This was established in relation 
to the pursuit of brigands, who had 
become more widespread because of the 
continuous social and political upheavals 
of the era. Although it was abolished 
during several periods (War of 
Independence and Liberal Triennium), it 
was restored each time.    
As for wars, the responsibilities of the 
Provincial Council required it to 
administer conscription in each of the 
conflicts affecting the territory, for its 
own defence. (War of Independence, 
War of the Convention, Carlist Was, etc.) 
Meanwhile, military service was not 
mandatory for the citizens of Biscay until 
the elimination of the devolved statute in 
1876, following which the Provincial 
Council became responsible for 
administering the annual recruitment 
processes of detachments for the Spanish 
army. Previously, Biscay had supplied 
soldiers through conscription at the 
request of the king, on an exceptional 
basis at times of armed conflict. 

Archival history The history of this grouping of archival 
fonds arose above all as a result of the 
exclusive responsibilities of the Provincial 
Council of Biscay over the course of its 
own history.  
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Archival history The documentation included under Public 
Security, Wars and Military Service 
comprises matters related to the 
maintenance of security within the 
historical territory to avoid and control 
crime through the police service and 
control and administration of the feudal 
prisons, as well as regional defence 
during times of war and armed conflict. 
The part of the documentation 
corresponding to Public Security 
essentially corresponds to the 18th to 
20th Centuries, as well as some 
documents from earlier dates connected 
with police control, prisons and prisoners.  
The part of the documentation 
corresponding to Wars covers the period 
from the 17th to 20th Centuries, 
although the bulk of the documentation 
refers to the Carlist Wars, and hence the 
19th Century. 
The documentation related to Military 
Service covers the 18th to 20th 
Centuries, and is related to the army and 
navy, while troop replacements and 
detachments correspond to the 19th 
Century. 
Before arriving at the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay, this documentation 
was held at the Guernica Council House 
Archive, the historical part prior to 1878 
at the Provincial Library, and the different 
offices occupied by the departments of 
the Provincial Council of Biscay where 
the documents were generated.  
It should not be forgotten that the 
Provincial Council of Biscay, as with all 
other public institutions of any kind, 
embarked on a process of administrative 
complexity from the mid-19th Century 
onwards, tied to the increase in 
administrative bureaucracy which 
gradually came in with the construction 
of a liberal, centralist state. 
The organisations and/or departments 
issuing the documentation included 
within Public Security and generating the 
bulk of the documentation include: the 
Provincial Council itself, the 'Cuerpo de 
Miñones' policing force, the Provincial 
Commission, the Economic Commission, 
the Government Board of Biscay and 
Protection and Public Security.  
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Archival history The organisations and/or departments 
issuing the documentation included 
within Wars and generating the bulk of 
the documentation include: the Provincial 
Council, the Provincial Commission, the 
Province Council, the Department of 
Governance, the General Accountancy 
Office, the General Treasury and 
Avellaneda Councils. 

Source of acquisition By transfer from 1987 onwards of the 
documentation generated up until 1878 
by the Feudal Domain ['Señorío'] of 
Biscay previously held at the Guernica 
Council House Archive, and 
documentation generated subsequently 
by the Provincial Council of Biscay held at 
the Provincial Library based in Bilbao. In 
addition to documentation received 
through the transfer of responsibilities 
from other organisations: Spanish State 
and Autonomous Government of the 
Basque Country. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical archive documentation 
generated by the institutions of the 
Feudal Domain of Biscay and Provincial 
Council, and documentation received.  

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation. 

Accruals Accruals may occur because of transfers. 

Organisation The documentation was organised on the 
basis of the classification table of the 
Archivist Working Party of the provincial 
councils, with extensions and 
modifications of series as required 
because of the greater number of 
responsibilities held by the Provincial 
Council of Biscay, compared with those 
covered by the standard regime. 
The table series used in cataloguing the 
documentation in this grouping of fonds 
corresponds to Public Security, Wars and 
Military Service. 
The Public Security series cover the 
following actions:  
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Organisation − General Inspectorate: 3,123 
documents between 1807 and 1936. 

− Police Forces: 23,060 documents 
between 1767 and 1946. 

− Police Control: 36,635 documents 
between 1632 and 1979. 

− Prisons and Prisoners: 1,882 
documents between 1619 and 1945. 

The Military Service series cover the 
following actions:  
− Wars: 3,774 documents between 

1600 and 1952. 
− War of Independence: 11,140 

documents between 1798 and 1970. 
− Carlist Wars: 60,389 documents 

between 1819 and 1896. 
− Military Accounting: 1,943 

documents between 1794 and 1910. 
Meanwhile, the Military Service 
documentation subseries included within 
the Military Service series contains 
33,206 documents between 1638 and 
1972. 
All the documentation is ordered in boxes 
held at the building which houses the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay. 
The part of the documentation that has 
only been inventoried comprises a 
minimum of 2,818 documents, from 
1684 to 1967. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For 
exceptions, see the ISAD of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments The Administration Fonds of the 
Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay 
use:   
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Description instruments a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the 

administration of information about 
the archive, including numerous 
points of access and onomastic, 
toponymic and subject matter 
indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external 
consultation, with the same 
information and same access points 
as above.  

Both the part of the documentation that 
is catalogued and the part that is 
inventoried are publicly accessible, except 
for the legally established exceptions. 

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay is itself conducting digitisation of 
part of the documentation, which is 
accessible online via the ARIT database.  
There are digitised copies of part of the 
documentation, although the digitisation 
process is ongoing, and the details we 
provide here will therefore be added to. 
A total of 421 documents have been 
digitised within the Public Security 
documentation, between 1619 and 1929. 
The distribution of digitised 
documentation by document type is as 
follows: 
− General Inspectorate: 5 documents  
− Police Forces: 128 documents 

between  
− Police Control: 169 documents 

between  
− Prisons and Prisoners: 189 

documents 
A total of 683 documents have been 
digitised within the Wars documentation, 
between 1629 and 1896. The 
distribution of digitised documentation by 
document type is as follows: 
− Wars: 614 documents  
− War of Independence: 34 documents  
− Carlist Wars: 34 documents  
− Military Accounting: 1 document 
A total of 537 documents have been 
digitised within the Military Service 
documentation, between 1638 and 1879. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Related units of description There are sources of documentation 
related to Public Security, Wars y Military 
Service in the different sections of the 
Provincial Archive, in particular the 
Municipal and Judicial sections. 

Publication note − Provincial Council of Biscay (1997). 
Ten years managing the historical 
heritage of Biscay. Department of 
Culture. Historical Heritage Service.  

− Cifuentes Pazos, José Manuel (2002). 
“El Archivo Histórico Administrativo 
de la Diputación Foral de Bizkaia”. In 
Proceedings of the 3rd Document 
Heritage Management Conference. 
Provincial Administration Archives: 
Provincial Councils, Civil Government 
Offices, Delegations, Courts and 
Historical Bodies. Cordoba, 28 to 30 
October 2002. (pp. 329 – 338) 

Notes area 

Notes  

Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, 
S.L. for the Biscay Administration Section 
of the Biscay Historical Archive, under its 
technical instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description 
Conventions Committee of the 
International Council on Archives held in 
Stockholm, Sweden, on 19-22 September 
1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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