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ISAD OF THE GROUPING OF PUBLIC WORKS, TRANSPORT 

AND COMMUNICATIONS FONDS 

Identification area 

Reference code ES 48020 AHFB/BFHA DFB/BFA OTC 

Title Grouping of Public Works, Transport and 
Communications fonds of the Administration 
Section of Biscay 

Date(s) − Works: 1643 – 1999 
− Transport: 1767 – 1976 
− Communications: 1800 - 1966 

Level of description Grouping of fonds 

Extent and medium of the unit of description − Linear metres: 890 l/m. 
− Number of case files catalogued: 

 Works: 9342 
 Transport: 112 
 Communications: 3192 

Most part of the documentation is still pending 
cataloguing, although the inventory has been 
computerised to make the documentation 
accessible and locatable. However, as the 
documents are not catalogued, no 
comprehensive distinction has been made 
within the aforementioned types of document, 
and we cannot therefore establish which of the 
sectors they belong to. 
The number of documents inventoried is: 28153. 
Paper. 

Context area 

Name of creator Provincial Council of Biscay 

Institutional history This grouping of fonds refers to the 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council for the 
administration and development of public works 
and construction works for its own buildings, 
public transport and communications.  
As may be seen in the type of documentation 
associated with the grouping of fonds, the 
Provincial Council of Biscay ['Bizkaia'] has, 
irrespective of the names given to the 
institution over the Centuries, enjoyed 
significant responsibilities, first as a result of the 
'fueros', or power devolution agreements, and 
subsequently the 'concierto económico', or 
economic agreement 
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Institutional history These substantial responsibilities, which 
provincial councils subject to the standard 
regime have not had, have given it great power 
to administer and intervene in economic affairs 
within the historical territory. 
Circumstances demonstrated by means of the 
initiatives pursued for the development of 
public works, transport and communications, of 
particular importance for the promotion of 
economic activities within the territory, and 
external relations. Policies to develop public and 
private transport, through the construction of 
roads, highways and railways, thus proved 
fundamental in establishing the structure of the 
historical territory as a whole, and its links to the 
outside world.  
It played an essential role in the construction of 
the royal way between Bilbao and Castile, via 
the city of Orduña, and the construction of 
other roads helping to establish connections 
between the inland districts and the coast. 
This may clearly be seen from the 19th Century 
onwards, with the Provincial Council of Biscay 
becoming the main developer behind the laying 
of railways to provide trade channels for all 
types of goods, including those related to 
mining and steelmaking output.  
Public works also proved essential throughout 
the history of the territory, including water 
pipelines, the construction of transport links, 
public service buildings and plenty more 
besides, playing a fundamental role in the social, 
economic and cultural modernisation of Biscay. 

Archival history The history of this grouping of archival fonds 
arose above all as a result of the exclusive 
responsibilities of the Provincial Council of 
Biscay over the course of its own history. 
The documentation included under Works, 
Transport and Communications comprises 
matters related to public works in particular, 
connected with rural land, highways and roads, 
railways, ports, hydraulic infrastructure, 
electrical installations and airports, as well as 
documentation covering land, sea and rail 
transport and airports, and with regard to 
communications, the fundamental development 
of the postal and telegraph system. 
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Archival history The part of the documentation corresponding to 
Works essentially covers the 18th to 20th 
Centuries, with some earlier documents related 
to with roads and highways. Most of the 
documentation associated with this 
documentation series corresponds to public 
works, essentially related to roads and 
highways. The rest of the documentation in this 
series fundamentally covers the 19th and 20th 
Centuries. 
The part of the documentation corresponding to 
Transport mainly covers the 19th and 20th 
Centuries, although the documents related to 
land transport and shipping also include some 
with an earlier date. 
Meanwhile, the documentation corresponding 
to Communications inevitably covers the 19th 
and 20th Centuries, as it deals with matters 
related to the postal system, telegraphy and 
telephones. 
Before arriving at the Provincial Historical 
Archive of Bizkaia, this documentation was held 
at the Guernica Council House Archive, the 
historical part prior to 1878 at the Provincial 
Library, and the different offices occupied by 
the departments of the Provincial Council of 
Biscay where the documents were generated.  
It should be borne in mind that the Provincial 
Council of Biscay, as with all other public 
institutions of any kind, embarked on a process 
of administrative complexity from the mid-19th 
Century onwards, tied to the increase in 
administrative bureaucracy which gradually 
came in with the construction of a liberal, 
centralist state.  
The organisations and/or departments issuing 
the documentation included within Works and 
generating the bulk of the documentation 
include: General Accountancy Office, 
Directorate and Management Commission for 
Roads, Civil Government Office of Biscay, 
Highways Bureau, Development Section, 
Secretariat of Justice, General Treasury, General 
Inspector and Liquidator of the Biscay Feudal 
Domain.  
Meanwhile, the Transport and Communications 
documentation was essentially issued by the 
Provincial Council of Biscay itself, and the Roads 
Directorate. 
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Source of acquisition By transfer from 1987 onwards of the 
documentation generated up until 1878 by the 
Feudal Domain ['Señorío'] of Biscay previously 
held at the Guernica Council House Archive, 
and documentation generated subsequently by 
the Provincial Council of Biscay held at the 
Provincial Library based in Bilbao. In addition to 
documentation received through the transfer of 
responsibilities from other organisations: 
Spanish State and Autonomous Government of 
the Basque Country. 

Content area and structure 

Scope and content Historical archive documentation generated by 
the institutions of the Feudal Domain of 
Biscay and Provincial Council, and 
documentation received.  

Appraisal, scheduling and destruction Permanently stored documentation. 

Accruals Accruals may occur because of transfers. 

Organisation The documentation was organised on the 
basis of the classification table of the Archivist 
Working Party of the provincial councils, with 
extensions and modifications of series as 
required because of the greater number of 
responsibilities held by the Provincial Council 
of Biscay, compared with those covered by 
the standard regime 
The table series used in cataloguing the 
documentation in this grouping of fonds 
corresponds to Works, Transport and 
Communications. 
The Works series cover the following actions:  
− Works at Provincial Buildings and 

Installations: 362 documents between 
1654 and 1999. 

− Public Works: 8980 documents between 
1643 and 1936. 

The Transport series cover the following 
actions:  
− Land Transport: 65 documents between 

1767 and 1976. 
− Navigation: 20 documents between 1767 

and 1929. 
− Railways: 19 documents between 1846 

and 1969. 
− Air Transport: 8 documents between 

1936 and 1969. 
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Organisation The Communications series cover the 
following actions:  
− Management Bodies: 21 documents 

between 1874 and 1875. 
− Mail: 1,343 documents between 1800 and 

1928. 
− Telegraphy: 1,824 documents between 

1846 and 1932. 
− Telephony: 4 documents between 1912 

and 1966. 
All the documentation is ordered in boxes held 
at the building which houses the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay. 
The part of the documentation that has only 
been inventoried comprises a minimum of 
28,153 documents, from 1639 to 1990. 

Conditions of access and use area 

Conditions governing access Unrestricted access. For exceptions, see the 
ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Conditions governing reproduction Unrestricted reproduction. For exceptions, see 
the ISAD of the Provincial Historical Archive of 
Biscay. 

Language/script of the documents Spanish. 

Physical characteristics and technical requirements The state of upkeep is good in general. 

Description instruments The Administration Fonds of the Provincial 
Historical Archive of Biscay use:  

a. Classification table. 
b. ARWE database for the administration 

of information about the archive, 
including numerous points of access 
and onomastic, toponymic and subject 
matter indexes. 

c. ARIT database for external 
consultation, with the same 
information and same access points as 
above.  

Both the part of the documentation that is 
catalogued and the part that is inventoried are 
publicly accessible, except for the legally 
established exceptions.. 

Associated documentation area 

Existence and location of originals All the documentation is original. 

Existence and location of copies The Provincial Historical Archive of Biscay is 
itself conducting digitisation of part of the 
documentation, which is accessible online via 
the ARIT database. 

http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
http://apps.bizkaia.net/ARIT
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Existence and location of copies There are digitised copies of part of the 
documentation, although the digitisation 
process is ongoing, and the details we provide 
here will therefore be added to 
A total of 800 documents have been digitised 
within the Works documentation, between 
1643 and 1999. The distribution of digitised 
documentation by document type is as 
follows: 
− Works at Provincial Buildings and 

Installations: 69 documents. 
− Public Works: 731 documents 
A total of 38 documents have been digitised 
within the Transport documentation, between 
1767 and 1872. The distribution of digitised 
documentation by document type is as 
follows: 
− Land Transport: 18 documents 
− Navigation: 17 documents 
− Railways: 3 documents 
A total of 5 documents have been digitised 
within the Communications documentation, 
between 1800 and 1873. The distribution of 
digitised documentation by document type is 
as follows: 
− Mail: 4 documents 
− Telegraphy: 1 document. 

Related units of description There are sources of documentation related to 
Works, Transport and Communications in the 
different sections of the Provincial Archive, in 
particular the Municipal and Judicial sections. 

Publication note − Provincial Council of Biscay (1997). Ten 
years managing the historical heritage of 
Biscay. Department of Culture. Historical 
Heritage Service.  

− Cifuentes Pazos, José Manuel (2002). “El 
Archivo Histórico Administrativo de la 
Diputación Foral de Bizkaia”. In 
Proceedings of the 3rd Document 
Heritage Management Conference. 
Provincial Administration Archives: 
Provincial Councils, Civil Government 
Offices, Delegations, Courts and Historical 
Bodies. Cordoba, 28 to 30 October 2002. 
(pp. 329 – 338) 

Notes area 

Notes  
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Control area 

Archivist's Note Description produced by the company 
Actuaciones Culturales Estratégicas 4, S.L. for 
the Biscay Administration Section of the 
Biscay Historical Archive, under its technical 
instruction. 

Rules or Conventions General International Standard Archival 
Description, Second Edition, ISAD (G). 
Approved by the Description Conventions 
Committee of the International Council on 
Archives held in Stockholm, Sweden, on 19-22 
September 1999. Madrid. 2000. 

Date of description 20/01/2020 
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